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SMOKE-FREE PARKS ENFORCEMENT

BEST PRACTICES 

California State law has protected tot lots and play areas in parks from secondhand smoke for the past five years (Health & Safety Code Section 104350-104495).  Enforcement has been accomplished through well-placed signage at playgrounds throughout the state. Today, scores of California cities and counties are taking even greater steps to reduce or eliminate secondhand smoke from outdoor venues, including parks, gardens, outdoor dining and beaches. 

· In the last four years, over 90 California cities and/or counties have adopted ordinances making local parks smoke-free. Thus far, California’s Clean Air Project (CCAP) which keeps records of local tobacco control measures from around the state, has received no reports of noncompliance in regard to local smoke-free parks ordinances.

· Local officials do report that the key to successful smoke-free outdoor policy compliance is the posting of clear comprehensive signage in the parks. Signage is often used by members of the public to reinforce the ordinance. Strategic signage creates gentle reminders of the smoking ban.  It is a simple matter for a member of the public to point to a sign if they see someone smoking.

· Notice, Notice, Notice!!  A critical component in addressing smoking in parks is to create an environment that makes the law known to park users.  It is important to publicize the law in as many forms of media as possible – especially through City Parks and Recreation Departments.

· Based upon reports California cities and counties, the 90 smoke-free park ordinances currently enacted have been, by and large, self-enforcing. 

· Eighty six percent of Californians do not smoke. The vast majority of people do not wish to be subjected to secondhand smoke. The public is demanding that parks – a major place for family gatherings -- be smoke-free. Public demand and expectation have made enforcement a non-issue.
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