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Outdoor Tobacco Smoke Fact Sheet

· The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has identified environmental tobacco smoke (ETS), or secondhand smoke, as a toxic air contaminant. ETS is now formally identified as an airborne toxic substance that may cause and/or contribute to death or serious illness. (5)    
· There is no risk-free level of secondhand smoke exposure. Even brief exposure can be dangerous. (7)
· Secondhand smoke contains hundreds of chemicals known to be toxic or carcinogenic, including formaldehyde, benzene, vinyl chloride, arsenic ammonia and hydrogen cyanide.(7)
· "A nonsmoker who is 1 or 2 feet away from a single burning cigarette, can easily inhale pollution that is 10 times greater, on average, than background "clean" levels...However, with multiple smokers present, the average levels could be 20, 30, or 50+ times greater than background." (2)
· According to an ARB study, nicotine concentrations in several different environments, such as outside office buildings, schools, businesses, airports and amusement parks are comparable to those found in some smokers’ homes. (6) 

· In California each year, tobacco smoke is responsible for the release into the environment of 40 tons of nicotine, 365 tons of particulate matter (PM), and 1900 tons of carbon monoxide.(5)  
· “PM2.5 is a toxic airborne pollutant produced by cigarettes, wood-burning stoves, diesel engines and other forms of combustion.”(2)
· The EPA’s air quality standard for PM2.5 is 35 micrograms. When you are within two feet of a smoker, you can be exposed to up to 500 micrograms of toxic airborne particles. (2)

· According to controlled experiments at the University of Maryland in Baltimore County, outdoor tobacco smoke levels did not approach background levels either for fine particles or carcinogens until about 23 feet from the source.(1)
· Outdoor Tobacco Smoke (OTS) concentrations dissipate rapidly after smoking ceases outdoors. However, during smoking, OTS levels may be as high as secondhand smoke indoors, especially in close proximity to smokers. (3)
· "Field studies plus controlled experiments demonstrate that, regardless of which way the wind blows, an individual in an outdoor café, transiting through a building doorway, or otherwise surrounded by a group of smokers, is always downwind from the source.  They also show that under some conditions, outdoor levels of tobacco smoke can be as high as indoor levels of secondhand smoke." (4)
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“Failure to ban smoking in outdoor public venues may expose non-smokers to levels of environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) as high or higher than received in indoor spaces where smoking is unrestricted." (James Repace, "Banning Outdoor Smoking is Scientifically Justifiable", Tobacco Control Digest, March 2000) 

The California State Legislature has protected tot lots and play areas in parks as well as the entrances and exits of government buildings from secondhand smoke. Many cities and counties have taken even greater steps to reduce or eliminate secondhand smoke from outdoor venues, including outdoor dining and beaches. 

-California’s Clean Air Project
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